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Latin Verb Forms that can be derived from 
two Stems 

In studying English grammar the student soon 
finds that it is difficult for him to decide the tense 
of such verbs as, / put, we set, they read. This 
is of course because these verbs have present and 
past tenses of the same form. In other words, 
such verbs make each of them a pair of what may 
be defined as homonyms. Homonyms are usually 
considered to be groups of words each of which 
has the same form, but is derived from a different 
root, as cleave, "to cling to", and cleave, "to cut 
asunder". The word may however be rightfully 
extended in its meaning, so as to include different 
tenses or cases of the same verb or noun when 
these, though ordinarily different in form, happen 
in special instances to coincide. The verbs, put, 
set, read, may thus be regarded as forming each of 
them a pair of homonyms with their past and pres- 
ent tenses. Furthermore such a verb as read forms 
a pair of homographs. These are a subclass of 
homonyms where the form of the words is the 
same but the pronunciation different. 

In Latin also verbs whose tense is thus ambigu- 
ous frequently occur. They always cause a mo- 
mentary bewilderment in the beginner's mind, and 
sad to relate occasionally in that of the teacher, if 
the lesson has been too hastily prepared. Venit 
and venit are probably the first group of such 
homographs that we encounter in the introductory 
Latin book. Though there are none in the first 
few chapters of the Gallic War, they follow thick 
and fast in the chapters of the narrative beginning 
with contendit and pervenit in the seventh chapter 
of Bk. I. Caesar, either by choice or by the nature of 
his subject, is inclined to use these verbs of ambig- 
uous tense more than any other author read in school 
or college. Sometimes he will have four or five of 
them in succession, so that it is almost impossible to 
find more reasons for attributing them to one tense 
than to the other. In such cases the verbs may be 
all of one tense for the sake of uniformity, or of 
different tenses alternated for the sake of variety. 
Thus the determination of the tense of such verbs 
as have different tenses of the same form may often 
be a matter of considerable perplexity. 

Let us now consider in what Latin verbs these 



ambiguous forms occur and how far they extend 
through the inflection of these verbs. And in doing 
this we shall omit for the sake of brevity all such 
groups of homonyms as are formed within any one 
of the three verb stems. Under this head will come 
such coincidences in form as the fut perf. act ind. 
(amUverit) and the perf. subj. act. (amdverit), both 
from the perfect stem. An instance of three forms 
from the present stem would be the pres. inf. act. 
{amare), the pass. ind. pres. 2d sing, (amare) and the 
imv. pass. 2d sing, (amare). Leaving out such agree- 
ments as these between the forms of a single 
system, there remain those that cross over from one 
system to another. These coincidences in form 
between words derived from different stems of the 
same verb naturally fall into three groups. These 
are: I Agreements between the present and perfect 
stems; II Between the present and supine stems; 
III Between the perfect and supine stems. 

I The most numerous groups of homonyms 
formed from the perfect and present stems are 
derived from those third conjugation verbs that keep 
their present stem unchanged in the perfect An 
instance of such a verb is vertS. This verb gives 
rise to five pairs of homonyms: vertl, vertit, 
vertimus, vertere (and vertere), verteris (and ver- 
tlris). Two of these groups it will be seen are 
also homographs. Other verbs in common use and 
belonging to this same class are accendS, defends, 
prehendS and conscendo. Twenty-three -uo and -vS 
verbs, as metuS, minus, arguo, solvS, status, ruB, be- 
long also in this group — the only exceptions being 
fluB, (coquo linquS) struB, vlvB, tinguo, ungud. Several 
verbs belong in this vertS group when compounded, 
but the simple verb by reduplicating its perfect 
differentiates it from the present. Examples of 
such verbs are accidB, occldo, accurro, refellS, con- 
tends, suspends. Absconds is the only compound 
of do that forms homonyms in this way. In all 55 
third conjugation verbs agree in making five sets 
of homonyms after the manner of verts. In this 
list the simple verb is counted once, but in cases 
where a simple verb has a different perfect stem 
from its present, while the compounds afford the 
same stem in both places, one compound is counted. 
Naturally in the case of some of the rarer verbs 
in this list as also in the case of those to be dis- 
cussed further on, the coinciding forms may not all 
be found in Latin literature as we now have it. It 
can only be said of some of them that their use was 
easily possible at the time that Latin literature was 
being written. 

Besides these verbs that form homonyms in a 
strict sense several other third conjugation verbs 
give rise to five groups of homographs. In the 3d 
sing. pres. these verbs give edit (he eats), emit, lavit, 
legit, scdbit, and the early forms clepit and nicit. In 
the corresponding perfects these forms, by lengthen- 
ing the stem vowel, become edit, emit, Idvit, Ugit, sell- 
bit, clepit and nicit. In the other four coinciding forms 
they have also the same difference in the quantity 
of the vowel. Several of the -uS verbs mentioned 
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in the previous paragraph seem in Early Latin to 
make perfects in S, as Idit, plait; but these forms are 
so rare that they hardly deserve mention. 

The two -id verbs, foiid and fugio, likewise make 
five groups of homographs. These are, for exam- 
ple, foil, foil; foiit, foiit; fodimus, fdiimus; foiere, 
fdiere; foieris, fdieris; being thus quite as exten- 
sive as the homonyms formed by the vertd typt of 
verbs of the third conjugation. In these two -id verbs, 
however, there are no forms foderis, fodere from the 
fut. ind. as would be the case if these verbs fol- 
lowed the third conjugation throughout as do vertd 
and edd. 

Comperid, the late oiid and veniS are the only 
fourth conjugation verbs to show coinciding forms 
from their present and perfect stems. The last two 
give rise to three pairs of homographs: venl, vera; 
venit, vlnit; venlmus, venimus; the first, to the same 
number of true homonyms. These verbs do not 
however like vertd show any forms in the present 
to correspond to such perfect formations as venere, 
veneris. 

The second conjugation in its coincidences in form 
between the present and perfect systems shows a 
still more limited range than does the third or fourth. 
Its coincidences are now limited to these very -eris 
and -ere forms that we have already noticed in 
the vertd group of the third conjugation, but have 
seen were lacking in the fourth. In the second con- 
jugation these forms usually have a short stem vowel 
in the present but lengthen it in the perfect. An ex- 
ample of this would be videre; videre; videris, vlie- 
ris. The other verbs besides viieS that show this for- 
mation are caved, faved, foved, moved, paved, seded, 
voved and moneo (in its early perfect form mdneris). 
Those verbs whose stem vowel is already long or 
indeterminate are ferved, langued, pranied, cdnvued. 
Here also belong two compound verbs, desponded 
and detonded. These two in their simple form have 
reduplicated perfects that prevent any coincidence 
in form with their presents. 

The first conjugation in the solitary verb iuvd has 
the same set of homographs as the viied group in the 
second conjugation: iuvere, itivlre; iuveris, iuveris. 
But in this conjugation the forms from the present 
tense are subjunctive, while in the second conjuga- 
tion they are indicative and infinitive. The verb lavd 
might perhaps be rated as a first conjugation verb, 
but the existence of third conjugation presents, lavit, 
lavcre, seems rather to place all its coinciding forms 
within the latter conjugation. In the same way coin- 
ciding forms of stridd, strlied have all been rated as 
belonging to the third conjugation, none given to the 
second. 

II Turning now to coincidences between the pres- 
ent and the supine system we shall find that these 
arise in all first and fourth conjugation verbs that 
form their supines after the amd and audio type. 
Thus in all such verbs the pres. ind. amatis, auiltis 
and the fut. and pres. imv. amBtd, audltd and amate, 
audlte coincide in form with the abl., dat. and voc. 
cases of the perf. pass. part. The indicative form 
makes with this participle an homograph (amatis, 
amatis), the others make true homonyms. The 
verbs that produce these groups of coinciding forms 
are far too numerous and familiar to lend any inter- 
est to a list of them. It must suffice to touch upon 
a few peculiarities that certain verbs exhibit. The 
irregularly shortened datum acts otherwise exactly 
as amStum, but itum (from ed), with a similar short- 
ening of its vowel in the supine, and scitd scite, with 



shortened vowel in the imv., do not act like audio, 
since they form pairs of homographs only. The 
compounds of -cid, as accid, excid, etc., in their 
coinciding forms may be regarded as following 
audio. Such a supine as excitum will then be 
from the second conjugation verb cied and will 
not form any coincidences with its own present 
tense. The verb pdtd is unique in forming homonym 
groups out of the forms pdtd, pdtd, pdtas. Such 
forms as pdtatis or potato on the other hand fail to 
find any echo in the participle pdtus, although they 
can coincide with cases of the participle potatus. 

In the second conjugation a few verbs having a 
supine in -Stum allow the three coincidences that are 
shown by amd and audio. Thus fled gives fletis 
(fletls), fletd, and flete. These verbs are fled, ned, 
compled, deled, veged (in the adj. vegetus), and 
vied. The verb censed is peculiar in allowing only a 
coincidence between the pres. imv. (cense) and the 
voc. of its perf. part (cense). 

In the third conjugation a few verbs forming the 
supine in -Itum make agreements in form just as 
numerous as audio. These are arcessd, capesso, 
facessd, incessd, lacessd and petd. These verbs how- 
ever differ from audio in not making any pairs of 
true homonyms, but in forming homographs in all 
three coincidences. Thus the verb petd gives the 
following three pairs: petitis, petitis; petitd, petltd; 
petite, petite. Another small group of third conju- 
gation verbs forming their supines in -itum produce 
three pairs of homonyms in exactly the same way as 
audio. Thus, for example, creid gives rise to creditd, 
crldite and crSditis (creditls). The third conjuga- 
tion verbs thus having i short in the supine are aid 
(late), bibd (late), do (compounded with monosyl- 
labic prefixes), mold, pectd (late), expergd, pinsS, 
sono (and tond in their early 3d conj. presents), 
strepd and vomd. Among these bibd, expergd and 
plnsd have already been counted among the verbs 
that can form coincidences under case I between 
their present and perfect stems. Two -id verbs al- 
low coincidences between their present tenses and 
the supine stem. Of these cupid follows the usage 
of the petd group and elicid the usage of credo. 

Ill The last case to be considered is where the 
perfect and supine stems exhibit the same form. 
These coincidences are much rarer than those con- 
sidered under I and II. Fewer verbs give rise to 
them, and there is never more than a single pair of 
homonyms to each verb. An example taken at 
random is clausl perf. ind. and clausl gen. sing, or 
nom. pi. of the perf. pass, part The verbs that show 
these coincidences have both an ^-perfect and an 
j-supine. To this double requirement there is an 
exception in the compounds of sistd or std. These 
have a perfect and a supine stem both ending in t, 
as in constitl, destifi, praestiti. Naturally most of the 
verbs that thus have perfect and supine stem alike 
are from the consonantal conjugation. Thus 21 
verbs from the third conjugation show this peculiar- 
ity of the ^-perfect combined with an ^-supine. The 
perfects in most common use among these are ilvls 1, 
flgxl, flxl, laesl, pressl, spirsl and invBsl. Others are 
much rarer and from verbs hardly supplying any 
passive participles to coincide with their perfects. 

From the other conjugations there are still fewer 
verbs that coincide in their perfect and supine 
stems. In the first conjugation there are none. The 
second conjugation supplies 8: haesl, iUssl, mSnsi, 
mulsl (2), rlsl, suasl and tgrsi. Besides these there 
are early perfects, ausi, morsl and gavlsl, and a late 
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perf. part. arsl. The fourth conjugation shows three 
verbs, farcio and haurio with their late perf. parts. 
farsl and hausl and sentio with the coinciding form 
sensl. The -id group has but a single verb quatio 
(compounded concussi) where a coincidence between 
the perfect and the supine stem is possible. 

George B Hussey 
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